UNCAG LAE GL 


CONSIDER YOURSELF PRIVILEGED PARSLEY HUMoR IS A 
VERY OLD GENRE, DATING BACK TO THE CRO-BoBoLoney Ace, 
WHEN THE GARNISA WAS SACRIFICED To THE COMEDY GOD, 

MOMOwn —— Thonk you thank you, Ol, thank you. 


i 
i 
e 


Ii THERE! AND NOW, CROUTON — 
THE MOMENT OF TRUTH! 
[\. SWITCHONI! 
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Genghis by Stephen DeStefano 
A dose of vegetable humor from the co-creator of ‘Mazing Man: facing page! 


by J. Holland and Ron Wilber 


Lizards 

“Fear of Flying, Part Two'’ 
Dweezil recuperates from his unfortunate encounter with the 
bird-creatures 


sl 
by Freddy Milton 


Gnuff 

“Stranded on Achu-Achu’”” 

Everything is relative—including, to the Gnuffs’ surprise, their 
nemesis in this desert-island adventure................00000ee 1 


Fission Chicken 
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EDITORIAL 


Covers sometimes indicate ‘hello’ here at Crit- 
ters; this particular one, however, isa ‘'good- 
bye” cover, as it effectively wraps up at least the 
first cycle of “Lizards.” After illustrating some- 
thing like 65 pages ofthe strip, Ron Wilber has 
elected to move on, and at this point we're not 
sure if John Holland wil be continuing the series 
with a new artist; putting it on indefinite hiatus; 
trying to set it up as its own comic; or what, 
Regardless, we hope you've enjoyed the gently 
told, meditative “adventures” of Dweezl and his 


scaly friends these past few years. ..and we'll 


keep you apprised on John and Ron's future 
endeavors, together or separately, And thanks to 
‘Tom Luth for leaping into the breach and con- 
tributing yet another marvelous coloring job. 

Another great one-pager starts off this issue, 
this time from Stephen DeStefano, best known for 
his wild work on DC Comics’ Mazing Man; 
he will soon be seen in a new series from DC, 
Hero Hotline, and is guesting in the next issue 
of Itchy Planet. Buy all his comics because 
they're swell! 

And say hello to Fission Chicken, who has 
rested his wings and will now be back for at least 
five consecutive issues—including next issue, 
where he gets his first full-color front cover—a 
thrilling watercolor job by the insuperable J.P. 
‘Morgan! Can you afford to miss it? I think not! 

—KIM THOMPSON 


LETTERS 


Lars Harthoej 
Copenhagen, Denmark 


Critters, att. Kim Thompson: 
I picked up Critters around #12, primarily 
to keep track of Milton's “Gnuff.” It ran in 
the Danish Woody Woodpecker magazine 
(Soren Spoette) from early ’83 until the 
magazine folded in ’85 (probably due to the 
selling of the Woody copyrights). For in- 
stance, only the first two episodes of the. 
prehistoric trees story were published back 
then (the last ones before the magazine clos- 
ed), The newer stories are currently publish- 
ed only ina newspaper and are collected in 
“albums” only after considerable time. 

What a nice surprise to find so many other 
fine stories in Critters. To me they represent 
a really fine innovation of the funny animal 
genre, even though I get the impression that 
the idea is not all that new over on your side 
of the pond. I bought the back issues down 
to #4 relatively quickly and have bought 
every issue since. 

I didn't like the first episode of “Fission 
Chicken” particularly, even though I thought 
the art was great—tasteless and unprofes- 
sional in a refreshing and completely charm- 
ing way. No, it was the story I thought was. 
silly. But then the marketing experts came 


along, with a hilarious satire on the world 
of commercials and aggressive sales strate- 
gies. “Fission Chicken” is the best super- 
hero parody this side of the early “Super 
Goof” stories by Paul Murry! 

‘Van Horn's “Angst” is a favorite. There's no 
“real” action in it, but the expressions and 
poses of the characters make sure it's not all 
in the dialogue. These stories are tragic and 
funny at the same time, with a wonderful 
anecdotal feel. 

Talso enjoyed the new “Nelson Ground- 
thumper” story in #27. Usagi Yojimbo is a fine 
comic book, but it tends to be a bit too 
somber and tight-lipped. Nelson is a lot 
funnier. 

As a Pogo fan, I'll look forward to your 
may-be annoucement concerning this strip. 
Tve picked up Kelly's Christmas Classics and 
Springtime Tales, issued by Eclipse these past 
months, and it seems like they have quite 
a bit a material to draw on there. These 
books also contained ads for another Eclipse 
book titled Zot! Made me realize where “Fis- 
sion” got those weird metal bands around 
wrists and ankles. 

To round things off, I have a few 
questions: 

1) Is there a chance that you will reprint 
Critters #1, 2 and 3? Or a collected version 
of “Birthright 1,” at least? 

2) A few months ago I ran across a won- 
erful 12-issue SF series Fantagraphics/Up- 
shot published a few years back: Dalgoda. 
The local SF and comics specialty shop here 
in Copenhagen was all out of Dalgoda #4, 
however. Could you tell me whether there 
will be any sort of reprint of Dalgoda in the 
foreseeable future? (This doesn't really con- 
cern Critters, but who else at Fantagraphics 
should I write?) 


© Well, like to wait and see what happens 
with “Birthright III” before seriously consider- 


ing a reprint of “‘Birthright"’—and no, there are - 


no plans to reprint early issues. (There's so much 
stuff on the market now, it ‘would seem just a little 
greedy fo glu it further by reprinting old issues 
an top of everything else.) As for Dalgoda, the 
issue you want is available from Fantagraphics 
Books for two bucks plus 50 cents postage and 
handling (or $1.50 for air mail). 1 understand 
there isa black-and-white collection ofthe entire 
series in the works from one of our distinguished 
competitors (hint: the publisher used to edit 
Amazing Heroes), so keep your eyes peeled for 
it, 

Fission Chicken’s metal armbands area pretty 
common funnybook costuming element and prob- 
ably not borrowed from Zot! (which is itself de- 
rived from a number of sources). 

Copenhagen, huh? Greatest city in the world: 
inaddition to everything else, one of the few cities 
with a museum dedicated toa single cartoonist, 
the legendary Storm Petersen. (Comics fans on 
«a whirlwind tour of Europe owe it to themselves 


tocheck this out.) And if things keep deteriorating 
on this side ofthe Atlantic puddle, Copenhagen 
is definitely where you'll find me when the 
millennium rolls around. 

Speaking of Pogo, all Pogo fans owe it to 
themselves to check out The Fort Mudge Most, 
4 terrific Pogo fanzine, full of rare art, articles, 
and more. t's published by Steve Thompson (no 
relation) of Spring Hollow Books, 6908 Went- 
worth Avenue So, Richfield, MN 55423, Ten 
dollars will net you a year’s subscription Tll ‘em 
Critters sent ya, -KT 


Roy D. Pounds II 
‘Azusa, CA 


Dear Kim, 

Finally, after collecting the entire run 
(#1-28) of Critters, I promised myself that Td 
write you a note to tell you how much I en- 
joyed your magazine. 

Maybe I waited a bit too long. . . 

Steve Gallacci’s “Birthright” I & I brought 
my attention to the magazine, but I soon 
discovered that many of your other “con- 
tributors” were just as good, if not better! 
(Well, maybe funnier.) 

Tenjoy Stan Sakai’s Usagi series, as much 
as the “Birthright” stories, Both are good old 
“Rock-um-sock-um’” type adventure, with a 
different “twist.” 

Then there's the work of Ty Templeton and 
J.P. Morgan, which rarely fails to make me 
laugh hysterically. “Fission Chicken” is one 
of my favorites because it is so “off the wall,” 
while Ty Templeton’s “Treasure Map Story” 
‘gave me hope that there are cartoonists out 
there that can draw well, and be funny at 
the same time. (Maybe I'm being nostalgic. 
T remember reading Pogo when I was six— 
and that was a long, long time ago!) 

‘Tom Stazer's “Lionheart” series is always 
good for a chuckle. I find his humor a bit on 
the “dark” side, though. Maybe it’s because 
it's almost like watching one of the many 
“cop shows” that predominate the tube 
nowadays, 

I can’t help but read “too much” between 
the lines in Freddy Milton’s “Gnuff” series. 
I feel kinda sorry for the “Dragons” because 
they seem to be reduced to a “minority” 
class of creatures, when once, they nearly 
ruled the “Earth.” 

Sam Kieth’s comic style reminds me very 
much of the delicate rendering style of my 
friend Paul Fish’s work. I think that’s one of 
the reasons I like “De Grand Wa-zoo" series. 
I was annoyed in issue #23 when Sam de- 
cided to “end” it all for everyone involved. 
Just when it seems like we're making some 
progress against the nuclear madness, the 
sight of these gentle characters being 
obliterated is very disturbing. (Maybe it was 
a meteorite impact—oh, well.) 

My favorite part of each issue though is 
the “letters” column where readers are en- 
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couraged to write their views, and illustrate 
them as well. As far as I know, Crittersis the 
only magazine in the “funny animals” genre 
that does this. [like seeing the work of “up 
and coming” artists, all in the hope that Ican 
someday say, “Oh yeah! I first saw his work 
in Critters!” 

Well, I would like to sit and write a sen- 
tence on each strip, but I'm not a “comics 
critic” and I'm rapidly running out of paper 
space. I really enjoy your magazine and I 
hope you keep up the good work! 


© Aso, you were about fo run out of quotation 
marks. “De Grand Wa-Zoo" and Is are not dead 
and gone—in fact, I should be announcing a 
special project involving these characters some- 
time soon. -KT 


Andrea Feldman 
Providence, RI 


Dear Kim, 

Tim Fuller is getting better! Great cover! 
The thing I don't like about his stories. . .and 
the other stories in the issue. . .is the ex- 
cessive parodying! Oliver North and Walt 
Disney. . Il let that pass! But... .Stazer’s 
parody of Mr. X (one of my favorite comics, 
dor't you know!) was. . .no, wait. Why am 
I talking to Kim Thompson? I should ask Mr. 
Stazer himself. So, Mr. Stazer, does it bother 
you to practically copy other people's char- 
acters? Personally, [liked your un-parodied 
“Lionheart” stories better. Nonetheless, I en- 
joyed the issue. The stories may have been 
slightly unoriginal, but they were still good. 

The enclosed drawings are both of my 
detective horse character, “Lola Dunsay.” 
One is done on scratchboard, creating a 
white on black negative image—a bit of a 
departure from my usual stuff, but [like the 
effect. 


© Given the politcal satire ofthat particular 
“Lionheart” story, the parodies just seemed to 
work naturally. The next Lionheart, which 
‘appears in Usagi Yojimbo #12—currently on 
sale, in fact—has no parody characters at all 
Thans for the drawing of your character, which 
appears (assuming our printer can cope with the 
heavy blacks and thin white lines) below. 


See you alin a month or so! -KT 


KINDA LATE, 
ISN'T IT, SON? 


ac 


Naa. 


HOW'RE ALL RIGHT I GUESS. 
YOU FEELING ? THAD A NIGHTMARE.. 


still 


ALL RIGHT. 
IF THAT'S THE WAY YOU WANT 
IT. I'M NOT GOING To GET MAD 
AND YELL AND SCREAM. 


READY TO TALK 7 
ABOUT IT? I REALLY THERE'S 
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW NOTHING To 
WHAT HAPPENED. ELL. 


TM HERE WHEN You FEEL 
LIKE TALKING, OWEEZIL. 


C'MON DWEEZ/ 


HEY, OWEEZ , 
IMAGINE FLYING OVER 
THE EOGE INTO THE 

WILD BLUE? 


GET AWAY 


‘NOT FROM THAT EDGE! 


LIKELY. 


WHAT'S THE GRIPE BRO? T AIN'T T WORRIED 
GONNA SWAN DIVE, Y'KNOW? THAT HE MIGHT 


MORNING DWEEZIL. 
YOU'RE UP EARLY. 


GoT 
PRO! 
To 
\ 


TA BOOK. 
MISED BEAR 
MEET HIM... 


VER 


SOMEBODY ELSE HAC BEEN HERE 


00, IT ed 


PAPER BOAT IS Some 
KIND OF TOY , THEY’ 
ARE REALLY GIANTS! 


THIS Is THE ISLANZ OF ACHU-acHy! T 
RECOGNIZE THE PLACEL 


ND THAT'S 
PROFESSOR, 
DRYERHALLS 


MWA 


60 I SUGGESTED HE MaKe THE ISLAND INTO 

A sfa FoR SENIOR CITIZENS, BUT THE STUBBORN 
OLD GOAT WAS AFRAID THE PROFIT (MOTIVE WouLD 
TaRNISH HIS IMAGE AS A SELFLESS SEEKER 
APTER SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE! 


Looks. LIKE HE WENT. 
A LITTLE OFF Course! 


V veer x TRIED TD TALK THE PRO- 
FEcSoR INTO KEEPING HIS Dis- 
COVERY OF THE FOUNTAIN 
OF YuTH HERE A SECRET, 
BUT HE REFUSED! $ 


THIS BoaT 
MUSTVE USED 
ur Evert 

NEWSPAPER 
W DWN] 


Money 
2 6: * 
J HE Sap THE WATER = 
H wou Loge its POWER =| 
[| Away FROM ACHU-ACHU/ L- 


[sHees'o NOTHING WRONG IN TRYING 1 maxe 
A LITTVE MONEY ON THE SIDES IT COULD HAVE 
FINANCED HiS FUTURE PROUECTS / BUT WE 
COULN'T AGREE ,SOT LET HIM GO Big 
OWN WAY AND. 


Was HEY .r mat sneeze) Vr gerter taKe MAYBE THE OTHER 

A Few Pius PEOPLE ON THE 

FoR M4 coup SHIP LANDED ON 
THE OTHER CIDE 
OF ‘THE WSLAND..2 


THAT You, 


NOW AN? “THEN , BUT 
GNUFEZ 


IT ISN'T. THAT BAD 


CHAIRMAN SIEGEL TOLD Us 
ABOUT ‘TOUR LATEST 
EXPEDITION / 


7 rm Glap To 
Sée NEw Faces 
AGAIN / 


YouR CALL FoR HELP CAME BY THAT BIRD! SO WE MEET AGAN (peorseoR Te 
TELY, MY PLANE WAS WRECKED 
GOOD GIRL mETEORA! You GOT OUR OWN i 1 
THROUGH Arter AU! § (PIGEON, SPI Sie 28 THe way Back Feom HERE! 


AWMOST ALL OF THE ACCIDENTS 
AROUND HERE ARE CauSéD BY 
THE SAME THING! ALL THE 
PROBLEMS I'VE HAD WITH 
MT VESSEL THE PAPTRUSIL 


L/ A. & 
Welton < 


Vx smer% THe BiG \/ You KNOW THIS 
DRAGON? YOU MEAN +7 CREAT... ER HERZ 
GARGANTUA @ 


GOOD LORD, GNUFF/ YOUR ALLERGIES 


ae 
oes 


ARE GETTING OUT OF HAND/ 


eA: 


“<a 
oe ee 


eee 
oo 


SURE! USUALLY SHE STAYS WITH US, 
BUT ONCE IN A WHILE SHE GOES 
OFF ON HER OWN... 


THAT (MEAN 
YoU COULD 
TALK TD 
HERZ 


PRETTY OLD , AND SHE CAN 
GET CROTCHETY,.. ESPECIALY 


THAT'S THE CREATURE 
“THAT SANK THE SHIP/ 


AND WRECKED 
My FOOR 
CUEMENTINE/ 


NO, I'M AFRAID THE ONLY WAT OF 


WELL, T'VE HAD RELATIVES LIKE THAT... BUT 
DEALING WITH GARGANTUA I6 1D AT LEAST THEY WEREN'T IG ENOUGH TO STEPONYOU; 
STA OUT OF HER WAY UNTIL SHES ARIAT CAN SOU ONE ME ALANS 3 


THAT'S THE FOUNTAIN OF 
YOUTH! FILL THE CANTEENS / 


> 
SO THATS WHAT 1 Looks LiKe 
\\ H 4 


TRUE - I'VE HAD A LITTLE To 
MUCH! BUT Yov'LL NEED 


TT WHEN We Go dveR 
THE PASS/ 


SOOM AFTER THE FVESAUE SETS OUT ON WHY 00 WE HAVE TD Go IT'D l 
TAKE TOD 
ITS TREK TPWARDS THE PASS..c “ OVER TD THE OTHER SIPEZ MUCH TIME 1D 
ITLL BE I Just Hore N 
BEST IF YoU eT rel 
Fouow 


EXPLAIN - DLL TELL 
THERE BEFORE GARGANTUA 
comes BACK! 


You LATER! 


WE REACHED IT/AUL ¥ 
WE HAVE 7D D0 16) BUT HER NEST 
GET PAST THE NEST 


WW THE ONLY Fase 
ON THE Islanp! 


» DDESN'T HELP TRAF- 
AROUNP Here MUCH! 


YES—THATS THE 
(ITUATION IN A NUTSHELL! | 


A) Here we Are AT Lact/ 
THE POTATO FIELDS! 


[Gert some woop! mae A rine] 
WE'lL HAVE Boller PoTATIES, 
FoR BREAKFAST! LOTS OF THEM / 


WE'LL HAVE FRIED POTATOES FoR suP- 
PER AND TOMORROW .. MAYBE EVEN, 
MASHED PoTAToEs/ 


Ves Aren'T Just ANY OLp 
POTATOES THESE ARE THE 
POTATOES OF OLD AGE! 


ANYONE WHD 
ATS THEM 
GET op! 


oh! 
Beek 
oe 


THE WAY SHE SNEEZES You'D THINK en — ) Mov FoRGeT 
GARGANTUA Hap SPENT HER LIFE Gee : [7D Take Yur 
DUSTING REUCS IN A museums : A “ 
ANIWAY SHE KINDA LOOKS SHE STUFFED 
Lice A MUSEUM PlEcE HeRSer WITH 

HEesevr/ (au THAT 

: ALFALFA L 


I WAS HOPING WE 
Coutp CALL FoR 
et 


WE WERE WCKY TD 
BY THE REG AND ALL THOSE, 
WHIRLPOOLS BY Jove! 


LETS TAKE 4 Look 
ABouT / PERHAPS THERE Age @ 
NATIVES ON THIS ISLAND! 


STRIP WITH VEGETATON i lil LU TBF, 

y A FASS LEADING TD 
ANG THE SHORE { THE : “by 
REST OF THE ISLAND 1S _)// JERR) | THE OTHER SE OF 
STEEP CLIFFS RISING 


TaKe ALOK fi} 
AT rt LATER! fh) 


Px SAY, WITH AU THIS RUDDY Fo& ABOUT THE q 
ISIAND ND PASSING SHIP WILL EVER GE 
ABLE TD PISCOVER 


Doesn't IT 
Even LiFT Z 


(ny NAME IS J. PHINEAS PHROGG ©) IM 
HERE THANKS TD THAT DRAGON UP IN 
THE Pass’ WHO 


THERE'S NOT MUCH Th TEL! THERE'S 

A CRA2Y EXPLORER _OVER ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE stand... I Cant STAND HM) 
£0 WE en KEEP Td OUR OWN 


I 
THAT SAME MONSTER ALSO SHIPWRECKED }| 
US/ SINCE WE SHARE A COMMON FATE, (| 
PERHAPS YoU CAN TELL US ABOUT THE 
PLACE AND SHow Us AROUND 4 BITZ 


WE'VE BOTH BEEN HEE FOR A LONG TIME, 

BUT TIME HAS LITTLE MEANING ON ACHU-ACHUL, 
T BEFORE 100 GET Do DEEF INT THe 

Ay PHILOSOPHY, CAN YoU TELL US WHERE 

THE DRINKING WATER IS 2 IM THIRSTY! 


DON'T REMIND ME OF WATERS THE SPRING IS over. 


BY THE woods! 4 
I$ SOMETHING WRONG - 
WITH THE WATER Z 
[DS 
ee 


THATS IT _EXACTLUTS 
AFTERTASTE 'RE DRINKING 
GUT IT'S MOST, 
AGREEABLE! 


* 
2 
w 


EE CRITTERS + 26 


7 once I HAP A BUSNESS SEWING ELIUR 
“HAPPY WATER", I CALLED IT/ MABE IT WAS 
A TWIST OF FATE THAT BROUGHT Me HERE 
TD THIS CURSED 

water! 


I DARE SAY WE CAN ALL 
STAND To BEA Lite ‘ouNGeR! 


You CAN SAX THAT Now, BUT dusT WAIT/ YOU 
DON'T WANT 1D BE_TWO UNG 90 “OUZ 


You SEEM TD BE HOLDING 
uP RATHER WELL! 


REMEMBER — YOU'RE FORCE? TP ORINK 
THIS WATER { THERE ISN'T ANY OTHER/ 


THESE POTATOES CONTAIN AN anTipote!/ 
BUT THET ONLY Gow ON THE OTHER Sidg OF 
THE PASS, AND YoU CAN'T GET ANY Moe 
WHEN THE DRAGON IS UP THERE! THESE 

ARE THE LAST POTATOES I HAVE LeFT/ 


Heee WE ARE..STANDING 
BEFORE THE FOUNTAIN oF 
YOUTH AND INSTEAD OF A 
BLESSING ITS A CuRsE! 


R) 80 THAT'S WHY 
THE Guy SEEMS 
SO STRAINEO! 


ON THE OTHER SIDE OF ACHU-ACHU, THE CAST- 
AWAY! MAKE A NEW ATR 7D CALL 
FOR HELP FROM THE OUTSIDE MORLD.- 


¥ \ ° 
AND CPITFIRE WOULON'T 
WANT TD FAW BEHIND WHEN 
HE'S FLYING WHH A GIRL! 


Y Ano Now) THERE'S 
MASHED POTATOES 
For EVERBODY/, 


SAt Oo 
You EVER 
GET TIRED 
OF POTATES. 
CLE 2 


LUCKILY, NO, BECAUSE THERE'S 
NOTHING ELSE TD GAT ON 
THIS Sipe OF THE ISLAND, 

AND WE CAN AL AFFORD 
7? G2w A LTTE! 


IF WE'VE UNDERST00D YOU RIGHT , THE 
POTATOES ON THIS SIDE OF THE ISLAND 
MaKe PEOPLE OLD... BUT THE WATER ON 
THE OTHER SIDE MAKES 
AGAIN/ 


THEM YOUNG 


AND THATS THE TRAGIC STORY oF THIS ISLAND! 


THEY MUST HAVE BEEN A PowERFUL TRIBE 
To BE ABLE TD MAKE THESE GIANT 
STONE HEADS/ 


UP YO FRIGHTEN AWAY CREATURES Like 
THE ONE UP WW THE fAGC/ 


YES AND T EVEN BELIEVE THEY Were ceD)| 


WHEN IT HAD TD LIVE OFF ACHU-ACHU'S 
RESOURCES I FIGUZEO OUT THE REsT OF IT/ 


WELW BY BALANCING A 
DIET OF WATER AND POTATIES 
THE NATIVES WEE 


TD Live 
ALMOST LN + bs 


J. UNTIL UNFORTUNATE 
DEVELOPMENTS 


NEST UP IN THE fase CENTURIES AGO! I 
LAST OF THOSE ANCIENT DRAGONS / 
AND WHEN IT CAUGHT A COLD, 


(T CAME BACK TD ITS OLD HOME 
TD RecurERATE ! 


IT SEEMS “THAT THE DRAGONS BUILT THER 


BEUEVE GARGANTVA MUST 86 ONE OF THE 


L cuT IN TWo., JUST 


[ TS AND WHEN THE DRAGONS SETTLED IN UP 
THERE TD BREED |THE NATIVE POPULATION WAS 


LIKE WE ARE Now! 


ON THIS SIPE, THEY HAD TD GAT THE foTa- 
“WES THAT ARE THE ONY Food HERE, AND 
BECAUSE THE WATER HERE WAS NORMAL, 


THEY QUICKLY 
GREW Ovo! TTHATIS WHY WE HAD Th 
BRING WATER WITH US 

FRom THE OTHER Sipe! 


OTHER SWE OF THE ISLAND, BUT IT DIDN'T 
work! THE WATER DESTROYED THE EFFECT 
Ag THEY GREW! ANp THE PEOPLE LIVING 
OVER THERE DURING THE CRISIS PERIOD 
COON) TURNED INTO BABIES! 


V ave even Tei 7D Geow POTATOES on THE | 


7 | 
P exactur! I_ pevieve THESE REsERVoIRS 

WERE 9VG To STORE THE MAGIC WATER BROVA 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF ACHU-ACHD/ 


HT 


/ AND “ov can't Ger ¥ 
ACROSS THE ISLAND 
WITHOUT TAKING THE 
PASS BECAUCE OF op 
THe cures! 


SWALLOWED UP BY THE NUGE 
WHIRLPOOLS! THOSE STRETCH 
AU THE WAY OUT TD THE Fea 


YES , IT'S POSSIBLE! 
AND IF ‘ov TRY TD TAKE 
A Boat You RISK BEING 


WHERE EVeR4 BODY 
¥ GETS lLOlT. 


WHEN THE BREEDING SEASON WAS OVER, 
FEEBLE OLD PEOPLE TOTTERED UF THE PASS 
FROM ONE Sipe ANP LITTLE BABIES 
CRAWLED UP FROM THE OTHER ... BUT ONE 
Dat THE NESTING SEASON laste? A LUTTE TIO 
LONG { NO ONE Was LEFT’. 


VtHat crazy PRores- 
son's THEORIES MUST 
HAVE GIVEN YoU 4 


ON THE OTHER SIDE OF ACHU-ACH), 


METEORA AND SAITFIRE ARE 
on SPIR[TS ARE A LITTLE HIGHER... 


THEIR WAY... IF IT HADN'T, 
BEEWV _FOR VETEORA, SPITFIRE 
MIGHT HAVE TAKEN IT EASIER 


is 


JUST WAIT ‘TIL YouR 
PANTS WON'T FIT No 
MATTER HOW HIGH 

Yoo ROLL THEM uP/ 


A. 
be) 


HEY, CAPTAIN! A 
$ToP THAT/ he) 4 
You. OVERDOSE! YY TA PRECISELY ANP 
ue y U'LL HAVE A 


« 

BUNCH OF BABIES TD 

TAKE CARE OF/ SO BE 
CAREFUL! 


Now. NOW! SOMEONE OF YOUR AGE 
SHOULDN'T SMOKE! 


MES Be URG/IM GETING PRETTY q 
Has Been SICK _OF POTATOES! 
USE? UP OH You'll GET USED TD 


THEM in) A Few YEA 


THAT LONG! THIS. 
BLASTED, ISLAND IS 
GETTING 


ON My NERVES 


THE PIGEON SCOUTS WILL SURELY SEND OUT 
A SPECIAL RESCUE EXPEDITION! C4 


YOU'RE BEING AW- 


PtHaru rroeapur Just cer 
FuuY NEGATNES 


US A BUNCH OF SHIPWRECKED 
PIGEON FANATICS! 


TT SEEMS Th ME YOU'RE GETTING (oRe AND 
MoRE PEEVISH AND GRUMPY, oo MAN / I WoNDER 
IF ITs A SIGN OF SENILITY 2 


GemetH! 


“THAT'S ENOUGH 
OF THAT, YOUNG Few 


IT'g NOT NICE TD MAKE FUN OF YoOR ELpeRs! 


You OUGHT TD SHOW MUCH MORE RESPECT 

FoR THE GENERATON FORGED BY THE FIRES 

OF LIFE AIVD STRENGTHENED BY EXPERIENCE, 
Mt 6o¢! - 


q 


BUT WE AREN'T BOYS ANY MORE , GNUFF/) 
WE'RE THE NEXT GENERATION! CAN'T YoU SEE 
IT-oR ARE YOUR FACULTIES FAILING sARAngeA 


(7) 8€ GNeLU;ED) 


“THERE ONCE WAS A BIRD His 308 WAS TO WORK 
WITHA MISSION: NUCLEAR FISSION; 
oO 
S Teno CS 
15 m= 
3 LOG, 
Ale! 
Salen = 
BBO RG 055, 
8 Fy aaa) 
3 88 (gaa 


“THENONE DAY, A BADLEAK “THUS KILLING HIM INSTANTLY. 
POSED HIM FooT TO BEAK... THE END. 
nyaoood 
A ors 
Pals 
ao 
IC, 
5 Pas 


«NONE OF THE ABOVE HAS ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE STORY YOU ARE ABOUT TO READ: AN ACTION-PACKED TALE 
WHEREIN TH E CHICKEN MUST BATTLE HIS EVIL DOPPELGANGER , JUST LIKE MOST OTHER SUPER-HEROES.... 
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--- AND YOU KNOW , WITHOUT NUCLEAR 
POWER, WE'D ALL FREEZE IN THE DARK! 
UNLESS YOu‘RE ANESKIMO.., ANY 
. ESKIMOS IN THE AUDIENCE ? HA HA..- 


«+ HA... WELL, LET'S SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN JIMMY, 
HERE, HOLDS ONTO THIS VAN 
DEGRAFF GENERATOR ... (GO 

AHEAD Timmy, 17'S SAFE!) 


nt \WOULD YOU LOOK pale KIDS THE ELECTRONS 
FROM THE Gt ARE MAKING SUMN'S HAIR STAND 4 
ON END! AND ELECTRONS HELP FORM ATOMS RIGHT 7 
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LOOK! HERE'S 


‘AND SOME PEOPLE CAN'T DRINK THAT STUFF 
WITHOUT THEIREYES SWELLIN' UP AN’ 
GETTIN 


GATION ON 
FDA SUDDENLY 
THE SHAKES AN’ HEART ATTACKS 


NO MUTA- L, FRED, NOW THAT 
THA 


MUTA- ‘SWEET! SEE R THEN... | | YOU'RE DONE EA 
SINEET? HERE? GWG ITTLE CONFESSION 
GWG TO MAKE... + 
7 = 


10, 
‘i 


as 


AQ A\G h My 
HAPS i se ae 


YES, THAT'S RIGHT— YOU'RE 

RADIOACTIVE NOW! HERE, 
ISTEN TO THIS GEIGER 
COUNTER» 
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OH,ER... F WHY HELLO, 
OR.LIVERGUT! 

IS510N HELLO, KIDS! 4 
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| HEARD YOU WERE HAVING [ UM, WHERE'D 
SHOW, AND | JUST WANTED \ YOUGET 


AHO 
TO SHOW THIS NUCLEAR INASTE ) THAT:..7 
TO EVERYBODY... WHAT aon q 
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FELL DOWN INSIDE YOUR PANTS!! A be 
“tha 
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«+ HE DID IT AGAIN , CROUTON! 
HE MADE A SHAMBLES OUT 
OF MY DEMONSTRATIONI... 


WHAT! ITDID 2! WHY DIDN'T YOUTELL ME 


THAT INSTEAD OF TALKING WWEAR OFF? $ 
EREIS IT? — ganetm manmm 
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NWA... WHAT 15 IT 
WAY DR. LIVERGUT ? 


Firs INTHE UPALY 
ROOM SIR.» by 
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Y AT LAST! IVE BEEN WAITING POR & 
THIS WEEKS! COME ON , HELP 
OPENIT!! . 
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DV WE CAN MAKE QuR OW! 
FISSION CHICKEN (WITH THIS . -. ONE 
WHOLL DO WHAT WE WANT! HAL 


..BUT DOCTOR , alll WORRY — ALL WE HAVE TODO 
PLICATE'S FEATURE: 


WON IN'T THE RE REAL TO CHANGE 
Foci CHICKEN ‘i ar! We'LL A COPYRIGHT INFRIN- 
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“CELLULAR SAMPLE"? WE NEED A F DION'T MENTION THIS! HOW ARE 
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GOOD GOD! WHAT WAS THAT ? 
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=. cTHE CHICKEN MIGHT Lose ANY [{ (purr, PUFF)... EXCUSE ME, BUT WASN'T FISSION 
OR A TOE OR SOME BLOOD CHICKEN FIGHTING THIS MONSTER JUST NOW? _ 4 
OR SOMETHING! LET'S GET DOWN WHERE DID HE GO? a ar, e 


boo J] ff Dionrt va see 7 He sust Flew orr V4 yp 
TO GET SOME CABLE TO TE THAT 2/71 
i " 'Y E “THING UP! MAN... THAT UGLY TY yy A 


{HEY TOM! Look at THIS! THIS 
FEATHER CAME OFFA FISSION. 
(CKEN DURIN' THE FIGHT! 
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ANICE FEATHER YOU HAVE ! 
I COLLECT THEM YOU KNOW... DELINQVENT... 
WOULD YOU TRADE IT FOR AN ICE 
CREAM CONE? ORA SUNDAEZ 
HOW 'BOUT SOME COMIC BOKKS 7 
ASKATEBOARD? A BICYCLE7EH?| 
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AWER, 


Bay ...ALL RIGHT, No 
GOES INTO THE GENETIC TEMPLATE DR, 
| HERE .. THE PROTOPLASM BIN HAS TO BE 
KX FILLED UP... 
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ALL FILLED UP! ano, una, 
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UM, SIR7? IS THE MACHINE SUPPOSED 
TO SHAKE LIKE THAT? pg ge 
QH, DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT... 
IT SHOULD BE DONE IN ANOTHER FY 
MINUTE, | THINK 
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DOES FISSION CHICKEN HAVE 
Seed NG POINTY TEETH, 
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; ++ THAT SHOULD BE 
PURPOSE : TO Boost ATOMIC HW ‘SPOKESMAN’, NOT 
POWER, AND ACT AS FIGUREHEAD [ff ‘FIGUREHEAD’... wert, 
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Doyou want Y [7 50 YA INTERRUPTED ONE 'A HAHA, VERY FUNNY... 
TO SEETHE um, \ | LIVERGUTS NUKE SHOWS AGAIN? ) EVERYBODY ASSOCIATES 
INSTRUCTIONS, | | S'MATTER , FISH, DONTYA ME WITH THAT CRAP! 
DR. LIVERGUT? | | “LIKE NUCLEAR pone’ 


ul 


IIS EXCITING DRAMA TO BE CONTINVED...- 


ONCE UPON A TIME, THREE LOW-LIFE MUTANTS AND A 
BIRD OF QUESTIONABLE ORIGINS HELPED A YOUNG MAN 
CONQUER AN EMPIRE. 


THEY FOUGHT OFF ONE-EYED CATS, TRIBES OF BUSHTOADS, 
IMPERIAL SQUADRONS, AND THE EVIL LORD GEKKUS ONLY TO 
COME FACE-TO-FACE WITH 


THE CURSE OF THE BLOATED TOAD! 


FROM THE PAGES OF THREAT! COMES THE MOST UNLIKELY 
TRIO TO EVER SAVE THE UNIVERSE. THEY'RE NUTTY, THEY'RE 
WACKY, YA GOTTA LOVE 'EM: 
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CATCH THEIR ACT! 
by Jim Rohn 

from 

FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 


